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The intent is to design questions that are open-ended and not leading, allowing the evaluator/researcher to get the perspective of the informants.  See Spradley (1979)
, Mason (2002)
, Seidman (2006)
, and DeWalt and DeWalt (2011)
.  In parentheses you’ll see notes on particular themes the evaluator/researcher might be looking for, but these themes are not brought up unless the informants discuss them first.  At that point, the evaluator can probe deeper into those themes with follow up questions.

Interview protocol for use with K-12 students participating in Science Fair program 
1. Tell me about your science fair project. 

2. How is it that you picked your topic?  (Are you building something?  Are you conducting experiments? Are you using online data?)
3. How did you choose the design of the project? (Do students take credit for designing it, or do they give credit to their mentors)?

4. How often do you meet with your mentor and what do you discuss when you meet? (Listen here to see if students believe that their mentors are guiding them or doing the majority of the work.  The goal is to find out what the students think).

5. How does your science fair project compare with the science you do at school? (Listen here to whether students believe the science project is different or if they are able to make connections between formal “school” science and their project).

6. What have you learned from doing this project? (Here listen for the students to use specific language when talking about their projects.  Do they use science terminology and vocabulary or is their language more simplified?)
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