NICE Reporting, Accomplishments and Actions

Email from Kate Spruill, 1/13/2012


Happy New Year, and I hope all of your GCCE/IGCCE/NICE projects are going well.

The purpose of this email is to provide you with information on:
· the the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 metrics data we reported to NASA HQ, 
· the status and actions related to quarterly reports, and 
· the status and actions related to the OEPM Project Activity Forms (PAF) and surveys.


FY 2011 Project Performance
In December, we compiled and submitted the FY11 performance report for our project.  Using the data from the quarterly reports and the PAF’s, we reported the information below.  We were very excited to report these numbers, and they were well received by NASA HQ.  

FY11 NICE/GCCE metrics reported to NASA HQ:
·    42 new or revised higher education courses targeted at climate change-related STEM skills were developed.  Over 1405 students participated in these courses.    

·    3953 elementary and secondary educators participated in long duration and short duration STEM professional development (PD) opportunities.  Specifically, 3031 participated in short duration activities; 922 participated in long duration activities.  These educators will have a significant role in increasing the climate literacy of thousands of students.   Also important is their sharing with their professional community the knowledge they gained from these educational experiences, as many of the projects’ PD workshops are conducted in a train-the-trainer format.

·    Over 4000 elementary and secondary students participated in NASA climate-related educational activities.

These numbers – as impressive as they are - are likely under-reporting the full impact of GCCE/IGCCE/NICE as a number of quarterly reports were not submitted, some from organizations we know are doing things that would contribute to these metrics.  We will have another chance to update the FY11 report, so please do review your past quarterly reports in the quarterly report system (QRS) and be sure metric data are provided.  We want to report the full scope of your efforts.  

Quarterly Reports for Oct 2010 – June 2011 (quarters 1-3, FY11)
Please review the reports in QRS, review the milestones and metrics data, etc. and then submit them. When the report is submitted in QRS, the date highlight will change from yellow to green.  We attempted to load these reports into the system from the Excel sheets on which you used to provide the data.  There were some hiccups with that process, so we’d really like for you all to make sure that what we have in the system is correct.  

Quarterly Reports for July – Sept 2011 (4th quarter, FY11)
These reports are to be submitted to NASA via the QRS.  So far, about 1/2 of the projects have not submitted a July – Sept 2011 quarterly report, and they are past due.  Please complete them as soon as possible.  If you have not completed your July – Sept 2011 report, please let us know why so that we can possibly assist you.

A number of you have not logged into QRS, and you will be receiving a separate email reminding you of your log-in code and how to proceed with getting a password so that you can complete your quarterly report.

Quarterly Reports for Oct-Dec 2011 (first quarter, FY12)
Our plan is to have the system open on January 30 for Oct-Dec 2011 reports.  When we do, the Oct-Dec 2010 reports will go into an archive status and won’t be visible to you via QRS as the system displays 4 quarters.  We are in the process of making some system revisions that will be operational when we open the system to the new quarter.
 
Future quarters in FY12
We plan to open the system for Jan-Mar 2012 reports on or about April 1, 2012, to get back to a more timely reporting schedule (and hopefully reduce confusion).

How to report metrics in QRS for participants in a cohort
This is a good question that was recently asked.  If you have a cohort of people who meet multiple times, you should only report those participation numbers/metrics once.  Our reporting system is set up to total all of the metrics data provided, and we don’t want to inflate our numbers by counting the same participants multiple times.

OEPM Surveys (event-driven)
These surveys are to be distributed to the participants in your NICE project-related events.  All NASA-funded education projects are expected to use the surveys for data collection.  Data submitted via the survey links go directly into the NASA Office of Education Performance Measurement (OEPM) system and are used by NASA for evaluation purposes.  We will provide you with OEPM data reports upon request.  

Status of the FY12 surveys – We are working with NASA HQ to correct an issue in OEPM.  As soon as that is resolved, we’ll establish your project-specific survey links.  Rather than emailing them to you, our intent is to post them on your project-specific page in the QRS.  We will soon post OEPM survey-related FAQ’s/guidance on the main reporting page of the website.  

Project Activity Forms (event-driven)
These forms are to be prepared by you or a member of your project team upon completion of project-related events (to which the form is applicable).  These events are generally those at which you are reaching students and/or educators.  The Project Activity Form (PAF) template (Word file) is on the main reporting page of the NICE website under Documents.   Like the OEPM surveys, NASA-funded education projects are expected to use the PAF’s for data collection.  While the OEPM surveys collect data that is qualitative in nature, the PAF data is more quantitative.  PAF’s are to be sent to nice-reporting@lists.nasa.gov.   We will soon post PAF-related FAQ’s/guidance on the main reporting page of the website.  THANK YOU to all of you who have sent us PAF’s; keep them coming.


Please know that we very much appreciate the great work you all are doing and your cooperation with the reporting and metrics.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.


Kate Spruill, 757-864-1808
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